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got our good news that a location was
finally chosen.

Our new community-based out-
patient clinic will be at 3804 West 15th
Street in Plano, Texas. The new Collin
County VA Clinic will make a huge dif-
ference for veterans because they will
finally be able to receive high-quality
care closer to home. It is a huge win
for north Texas, and I couldn’t be
happier for our community and our
hometown heroes.

It was the right thing to do, and our
hard work is paying off. We are looking
forward to the clinic finally opening its
doors in the spring. I want to thank all
the folks who have helped make the
local VA clinic a reality.

I especially want to thank our vet-
erans because they are the reason this
is happening. They deserve this clinic.
They deserve our support. Rest as-
sured, I will continue to be a champion
for our veterans to see that we take
good care of them. God bless our vet-
erans. I salute them all.

———

WE SHOULD STOP TRYING TO RUN
THE MIDDLE EAST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, the same people that got us
into a very unnecessary war in Iraq are
now clamoring for military action in
Syria. These same people that have op-
posed us getting out of Afghanistan,
even though our troops have been there
more than three times longer than
World War II, now demand action in
Syria. These same people seem to want
us to be at war in almost every country
in the Middle East, even though things
are worse now than when we started
fighting there many years ago.

Surely we have learned a very costly
lesson after spending trillions of U.S.
taxpayer dollars and losing thousands
of American lives, that we cannot run
the Middle East. President Eisenhower
certainly knew the horrors of war. He
brought us home from Korea and kept
us out of all the conflicts and little
wars during his time in office.

He did not have to prove that he was
tough or that he was a great military
leader. Too many of our leaders or
would-be leaders seem to be falling all
over themselves trying to show that
they are tougher than anyone else.

With our national debt now totaling
more than $18 trillion, we simply can-
not afford to intervene in every
hotspot or conflict all around the
world. This is not isolationism, this is
common sense.

We should have trade and tourism
with other countries and cultural and
educational exchanges, but we should
not be eager to go to war or send troops
or drones or bombs in mainly to prove
that we are great world leaders.

We have too many officials and can-
didates who want to be seen as new
Winston Churchills. They try to turn
every two-bit dictator into new Hitlers.
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President Eisenhower, in his most fa-
mous speech near the end of his Presi-
dency, warned us against the military-
industrial complex. Now some people
say we have a security-industrial com-
plex as well.

Most of the threats against us have
been greatly exaggerated by people and
companies which make big money from
all of our foreign interventions.

If we would stop trying to run the
Middle East, we could make our own
country stronger from both a financial
and security standpoint. While our in-
tentions have been honorable, our for-
eign policies in the Middle East have
created much hatred and resentment
for us.

It was not an American bomb that
went astray killing 131 people at the
wedding in Yemen a few days ago, but
all the reports said it was a U.S.-led co-
alition. So we are getting the blame.

The air attack on the Doctors With-
out Borders hospital in Afghanistan
that killed 22 in what the Pentagon de-
scribed as inadvertent was another
public relations disaster for the U.S.

We need to stop trying to run the
whole world. We have enough problems
of our own right here at home, yet
many of our leaders seem to feel more
important if they are concentrating on
foreign issues.

It is not the fault of the American
people, but it is the fault of our liberal
elitist foreign policy establishment
that there is so much hatred for Amer-
ica in the Middle East.

This liberal elitist establishment
wanted us to go to war in Syria 2 or 3
years ago, but the public outcry from
ordinary American citizens was so
strong against it that their plans had
to be abandoned.

Now these same interventionists
have figured out a way to accomplish
their goal by resurrecting a Russia
that no longer exists. Even the dis-
graced General Petraeus said at a hear-
ing last week that Putin’s foreign re-
serves are less than $200 billion. With
his economy at home in shambles, in
part, due to low prices for oil and nat-
ural gas, he cannot afford to run Syria
for long, even if it were possible to do
S0.
If Putin wants to pursue this folly,
we certainly should not try to do the
same, as if it were a competitive ad-
vantage to take over a failed state. It
would be especially foolish to try to
take over a messed-up place like the
Syria of today. Businessmen compete
to take over very profitable businesses.
They generally don’t fight over busi-
nesses that are going under.

While the neoconservatives hate to
admit it, both Assad in Syria and the
leadership in Iran are allies in the fight
against ISIS. ISIS has strength for two
main reasons: One, resentment for our
interventions in the Middle East; and,
two, billions of dollars’ worth of U.S.
equipment abandoned by security
forces that we spent billions to train
who cut and run at the first sign of
danger. We should not send more young
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Americans to fight and die for people
who are not willing to fight for them-
selves.

Dr. Daniel Larison, a contributing
editor of the American Conservative
magazine, wrote a few days ago that
“the U.S. keeps stumbling ahead with
a war in Syria that it doesn’t need to
be fighting. All of this comes ulti-
mately from our political leaders’ in-
ability to recognize that there are
many conflicts that the U.S. should
avoid all together.” Eisenhower recog-
nized this. We desperately need a lead-
er like him again.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, columnist Pat
Buchanan summed it up best: ¢If
America’s elites continue to assert
their right to intervene in the internal
affairs of nations then we are
headed for endless conflict.”

He said: ‘“There was a time, not so
long ago . . . when Americans accepted
a diversity of regimes abroad. Indeed, a
belief in nonintervention abroad was
once the very cornerstone of American
foreign policy.”

HONORING CAPTAIN MATTHEW D.
ROLAND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a true American hero: U.S.
Air Force Captain Matthew D. Roland
from Lexington, Kentucky. Captain
Roland gave his life in service to his
country when he was killed in Afghani-
stan on August 26, 2015.

Captain Roland graduated in 2006
from Lexington Catholic High School,
where he was a member of the National
Honor Society and ran cross country.
He was recognized as a born leader, mo-
tivated and dedicated to all that he
did, demonstrated by his achieving the
rank of Eagle Scout in high school. He
earned an appointment to the United
States Air Force Academy, where he
graduated in 2010.

Captain Roland was an officer in the
23rd Special Tactics Squadron. He de-
ployed 3 times in his 5 years of service,
serving in many locations around the
world. The tragic loss of this brave,
young man, a patriot to his country, is
felt by all who knew him.

Along with a grateful Nation, I honor
his legacy, embrace his family, and to
Captain Roland say thank you for your
ultimate sacrifice for American free-
dom.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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